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flesh is formed gradually as human flesh is for-
med and (4) it differs from other fruits in con-
taining no seed.7 The breaking of the cocoanut
is regarded as a bloodless sacrifice, a peace offer-
ing presented to Niranjan to secure for members
of the Panth admission into heaven.

The ordinary Mahants are not pien of great
learning, though they have usually committed
to memory a certain number of sayings attribut-
ed to Kabir and possibly also some book of
which they have managed to secure a copy.
Want of learning is in some sort atoned for in
the opinion of their followers by a detailed
knowledge of the ritual to be observed in the-
performance of religious ceremonies. The more
learned Mahants have generally some know-
ledge of Tulsl Dass's Rdmdyana and The Bhdga-
wad Oita.

Before giving an account of the ceremony
of initiation and the two sacramental meals,
the Chaukd Arti and the J6t Prasddy it seems
best to explain two terms which are especially
associated with the initiation ceremony and the
J6t Prasad. The two terms in question are
Charon Mitra and Parwana.

Charan Mitra, the amrita of the feet, is
the name given to the water in which have

(7) Do they wifth to imply that the cocoanut represents
God made man, the word become flesh ?